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[0.S. Role in Miming Nicaraguan Haroors; 500421 |

Reportedly Is Larger Than First Thought

e
will be exhausted by May, but there docsn’t

. By Daviv RocExs
Siaff Reporte? of Tne Waut, STanxr Jounsat.
WASHINGTON--The Reaganadministra-
tion's tole in the rining of Nicaraguan har-
bors is larger than previously disclosed, 3¢
cording t0 sour;:‘es who say that ynits oper-
control

ating from 3 $
Intelligenc c_panticl-] 18.95-
a n the operation.. . Though the. president enjoys bipartisan _ L -
Though anti-Sandinista {nsurgents have|]su port In the Senate for at least lmited} . S e e e
claimed credit for the minlng, a source fa- | funding for the insurgents, such moderate . . :
millar with CIA briefings on the operation RepublicznsasScn. wWilliam Cohen of Malne -t
said that the its operating {rom the ship| have queslloncd the mining In light of the| - :
are sel(-contained and at ol Sal- | threat o economic targets. . RS e
vadorans and other tin Americans from ‘rheSenate,ln\elligencecommmeehasm I R
tside Nicaragua. had a full brieting o0 the operation, but CIAl - S cr
Director Willlam Casey recently appea A
pbefore the House Intelligence Commitiee. - o LTy
where details of the mining were apparently O |-
first disclosed 10 members of Congress.

_ During Senate debate this week, the tn-
telligence Committee chairman, Barry Gold-
water, (R., Ariz.) surprised other senators

estimated between 12,000 and 15,000, accord-
Ing to sources. and.the yevised lmit ap
proved by the administration is as high as
18,000 .

e mines were described as acoustic de-
vices, triggered by the sounds made by
ships traveling in the port and planted from
small boats operating from the larger

mother shig. .
The mining operation, which has tar
geted two pacific Coast p:‘ns. ‘Corimo and
Fif e e e | B ST S
: . ! n n {34
accused the U.S. of playing 3 major tole. | rectly authorized the mining. Mr. Coldwa-

: President Reagan, questioned about the| 1or
matter at his news conference \Wednesday. | e remarks were dropped from e pub-
refused to comment, but the issue has pro-
voked concern in Congress, even among
those supporting CIA ald to the anti-Sandin-
ista lnsurgents. - . A
Many in Congress have feared escalation
of the conflict It economic, as well as mui-
tary targets, Aare attacked, Also. there Is
concern about the threat to ppn-ulcangum
_ ships using the sime ports.” -
" Corinto is the'port most:alfected by the
. mining, sccording :to government :state
.- ments in Nicaragua, and as many as seven
-’ ships, four of them foreign, have been de-
. scrived aS having hit mines since late Feb- genie
.. puary. Twomore yessels reportedly have hit | seeks to overthrow the leftist Nicaragual
mines in the smaller ports of Puerto Sandino | &
and El Blutf ort the eastern Caribbean coast.
- andshipsat Puerto Sandino have come - )
% der attack l_rom-hlgn-powered speedboats,
_ according 10 -news reports from, ‘Nicara-
qua, AL e e oot
- wo ant Sandinista groups; the, Nicara-

while an aide to the senator dismissed the| - : P
matter. two other sources ‘Indicated that} ‘.. ARSI
such a paper oF staff memo did exist. O S

The House briefing was, in any case,
more detalled, according to & source famil-
far with the presentation made by the CIA.
According to this source, the units operating
{rom the ship were described as separate
{rom he «contras,” or insurgent taction of
pative Nicaraguans whom Mr. Reagan has . St
described as “frecdom fighters™ belag] - s e e e
helped by the US. . ‘ . R
The administration has dented that It

- ! . T el e

does not seek 10 destabilize or overthrow™
the Sandinista regime.
The letter appeased Sen. Dantel Patrick
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guan Democratic Force {n the North and the Moynihan of New York, the ranking ' Demo-{ . % g‘_‘o‘f o~ ot L.
Revolutionary _Democratic Alllancé In (pe crat on the Intelligence Committee, DUt M1 © &5 o E ';‘;‘E gt
South, have claimed responstbliity for the | Moynihan said yesterday that he remans| | S S5 g T €3
mining and speedboat attacks; but Nicara concerned about the mining of the ports. - §.g Lo U -
gua says the U S. is directly responsible be- both because of the threat to economic tar- K- ] e - -
cause of the equipment used and skt of gets and potential vlol:l\ousu!lnlemaﬁonal -ba -5 =3 g Se

those involved. : laws of the sea. .%—,0 s o5 :

The CIA is currently operating under 24 There was unusually strong support Z«‘.'ﬁ 2Ee"s { .
524 miltion appropriation to tund the anti- | 3MORE members of the Intelligence Commit-| | 'S5 &= S |
Sandinista insurgents. and the administra: tee yesterday for an amendment to prohidit} | 58 S E‘E N
tion Is seeking an additional $21 miltion for any ald to an Individual of group scekingthe] 1.°3 I'nas 2,95 5
the remainder of the fiscal year ¢nding Sept. | viotent overthrow of a :ove}-nment inCen-{ 1 . Qs .;a o S
30, These funds, as well as $61.8 miition in ] tral Amenca. Of the panel’s 15 members. L g _SBZa g—g Lo
military aid for E} Salvadar, wos (inal Sen- | 1% Democrats, including Sen. Moynihan.| 1 =5 S8es= l e
ate approv yesterday, but M. Reagan | and one Republican, Mr. Cohen, backed the 2= >.E Soe .
faces continucd opposition 1 \he House, | proposal. but 1t was tabled by the GOP lead Eb ggaZsS ’
which has twice votcd 10 cut off funding for ership on 2 St-4 rolt all. : oS b2
the Nicaraguan war. The Scnate action came s Secretary ol a n - :; cs g .

Abbron o e funding. the administra- State George Shultz met privately with the} } <=2 EQL= S e :
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